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fore, the Americans and English, having distinct governments,
are distinct peoples, but only one nation, because they have a
common descent. The Oxford Dictionary, however, mentions
common descent as one of the factors making a nation, and then
says of the usage of the word nation that in early examples the
racial idea is usually stronger than the political, while in recent
use the notion of political unity and independence is more promi-
nent. Thoughtful people have now become averse to mixing up
the notions of race and nation because this seems to favour
political racialism of the Nazi type. Nevertheless, the word race
in the sense of nation is still frequently used in political rhetoric
without a racialist tendency. When statesmen wish to give
emphatic colour to the idea of the nation, they often speak, for
instance, of " the British race ", though they do not mean it in
a racial sense at all.1 This shows that the word race carries
associations of great emotional value.

2. NATIONAL AND RACIAL SENTIMENT
In any case, an investigation of national sentiment requires
an inquiry into racial sentiment too. Between the two concepts
many parallels exist, and it is sometimes not easy to keep them
apart. In theory, of course, the distinction is clear. Racial
sentiment consists in the belief in a deep, natural, hereditary
diversity not changeable by education and assimilation, while
national sentiment assumes merely historical and social differ-
ences which can be modified by society. In practice, however,
few people seem to have a clear idea of this distinction. The
great majority are not aware of it and constantly interpret national
divergencies as racial ones. The power of racialism is so great
that even highly educated people, who know that distinction and
reject racial doctrines, often unconsciously lapse into racial senti-
ment and thinking. Likewise people may sincerely oppose class
hatred and, nevertheless, in a practical case show symptoms of
class prejudice themselves.
Racial arrogance, antipathy arid prejudice are more intense
and intolerant than parallel national feelings. National aver-
sion is usually qualified and tempered by, the admission of a
certain community of moral and cultural standards between the
1 Much more regrettable is it that the word race was used for nation in the Peace
Treaties in 1919. An Austrian government has interpreted this ambiguous expression
for purposes of an anti-Jewish policy which was quite opposed to the intention of the
Peace Treaties.